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Preaching Great Commission of the Book of Matthew
28: 18-20 in the Context of Indonesian Pluralism
in Palangka Raya

Stymie Mova Tumbal
STAKN Pulangka Rava

alvinienow o pmadl com

Abstract, Indosesian is o very diverse coundry is pluabism Condifions ke this, of
cuarse, hove the potemtial foo disputes between relipions, cthnicltios aiod culiures.
Rl.:lij;mn 1% present shinaldd bringr preace I his ]'.\ﬂ"]ﬂl.‘. I'r:un::hin{'rr'rilr Commssion ol the
soripture, Mutthew 28: 18-20, Jesus blessed them and said! All power is given unto me
in heaven and in surib, Go ve therefore, and teach all nofions, beptizing them i the nome
of the Fuher, and of the Son, amd of the Holy Giloar Teaching them o observe all things
whatsoever T have commaundesd you: and, §o, I om with yoa always, even ungs the end of
the wirkl, Sometimes Chrshons undersand the Greal Commassion by releasing the
context so that many poople mgsuisderstand bt Preaching of the Great Cosimission
Indimestin misl be able fo gnewer challenges acconfing o the contest of existing
plllrnlﬁm It i mex tllr!g\e-!r {11 |rm:|m|:lmlin.g [[i] r:||.1|L':|1|:|. comver! as mich s T.t:-n.ihk-. i
ruther o socinl actions thot bring peace snd justice in this country. Indonesian will
forever ke pluraliam because it Geds ottt Maimtiinmmg and carmg for 11 25 our shared
dity . dnclucing religmsas preacher . The weseach method owed is goalatative with the v pe
of research is deseriptive descnbing the phenomeni that exist,
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1 Introduction

In Christianity, presching is considered an urgent and spered matter. For Christians, the act
of preaching is consistenl to what has been instructed as obligstion o the Hely Bible.
Huowever, it is undeniable that in many cases preachimg or evangelism offen sets off conflicis,
disputes and even clash between people when carried out without considering moral codes and
in @ manner that offends ather religious groaps, To deem one particular religion as the only
rght way. being exelusive m particulor religion, or o judge others cutside one’s own relyion
as sanful el thus being Gnate are wmmong wiong meligious views that may ingeer conflicts
hetween religinus groups.

Indonesia is a counfry of sotable for s rich diversity (pluralismy, The former Tndonesinn
Religious Mimster, Tarmz Taher, once mentioned that Indonesia 15 “super plural™ in its
diversity of culture and religion, In view of suwch coroumstances m Idonessa, it 1= likely thal
conflicts between religious groups may arise, Therefore, the govermment has pat great efforts
i making il ceetain that e ¢itizen reserves twe right for freedom of presching their religion
bv laing the loint Ministerial Decree of Ministrics of Religious Afinirs and Domestic Affairs
Mo, 1ol 1979 regarding Procedires lor the lmplementaton of the Dissemunotion of Behigwom
nodd Fowclan Assistinee @ the Religious Tnstiution in Indomesia, (Hormoni Vol, VIT: 940, witl
the main purpose 1o support 4 peaceful, onderly and safe religious presching and exposition.
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Paul F. Kniter, a Catholic Pricst, wrote that throughout the  eccclesiastical history,
Christions {of Lurope and Amenca) had viewed “the folloewers of other relipons” s
“difTeremt creature,” and even considered them as enemies or competiters. Indeed, tere had
been effores (o reach ot 10 Folbywers of other religions, bat it was mone aimed o convert them
inte Christeins or W recrust them as members of particular church, However, s of mod XX
century, this kind of attdude has been smfted both in pustoral and theclogical understanding
und such change of theelogical view was explicitly expressed during the Second Valican
Coumncil { 1962- 1965],

In Indonesia, churches have been growing wunder direct fluence from evangelisis
{zendingling) und the development of revival theology and fundamentalism of the west
countres (Martin L. Smaga, 2003:5). This theology concept has such particular leature which
i= crierted mone o the growdh, multiplication of chuech, repentance of ‘Tost soefs” 10 cross into
a new lite and more “honorable™ state, This view tends to conaider others autside Chrstanity
as infide] and sinful, notso much different from knitler’s view.

Admattedly, such wnderstanding 15 inheried from old theology concepts that view the
world outside Chistianily a3 objects 1o be “coiverled into Clristans™ and  Derefiie
cverything ahout this theology concept tends o be very spiritusl amd insensible, making it
difficult filier in new concepts of social theology which offers the church w be more open.
critical. creative and dvmamic towands the surrounding communities around the church
commemunities. especially - the plual envircomment in Indonesia,

Furthermore, such inheritinee of theolagical concept in Tndoncsia mav hinder the
Christisnity view to see that relationships among religions are something crucial in developing
thealogy across religion. When working together with other religious groups on social and
polical sswes o seek freedom, churches would oo longer be antpathy wowards religoos
dialogies on harmeny and unkon within g plecal commuonity, OF course, this is mora simple
mutter; in fact, i is almost like being on homs of dilemma between the act of
preaching/evingelism as the sacred mandate from above and being i he context of plurlism
in Indonesia.

The bible passaffl in Matthew 28:18-20 is Gamously known as e “Saered Mindae”,
which gueted whal Feses said: All power 5 given untn me in heaven' and in earth. Go ye
therefore. und teach all notions. buptixing them in the name of the Father. and of the Son. and
af the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have communded you;
el o, 1 o with you always, even unto the end of the waorld,

IF we look closely @i the hible commentary of the books of Marthew, Maithew Hendry
{20418: 1565- 1577} described that preaching/evangelism is the spearhead of the atorementioned
Sacred Mandate, or to put it in other wornds, evangelism the first step in the work of
mussionary, Evangelism can be considered 08 o proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ the
almighty, the powor of Holy Spirit, in the way that can be grasped by human thinking, @ hoing
human beings o vepent to Lord Jesus Chrst. Therefore, the church has o put gospel
exposition W0 all people as the first poorty. Presching, rebgions teaching, prayers. program,
plans, ruining wid all related matters should revelve around this purpose This passage io the
church is azsumed a= the bible verse that calls for the world repentance and has been the
strong foundation on which the followers are belicved 1o have the respansibility o convert
every people and bring them mio the world of Christiamty (Greak: proselytism).

The other commentary of the books of Matthew by LT Nielsen talks about the power of
Jesus Chirist which s declorad in verse 18, During Jesus" Lile oneaith, all the power (eaousia)
given uma Him by God Almighty had heen demonstrated through many signs o different
ways and variows places. The source of His words and sctions was thorough and clear. From




the hiblical phrase of “All power in heaven and in earth” (hand. Daniel 7:14), to *The Son of
God 18 exalted on the throne of justice amd kingdom”™ was completed in Jesus Christ
(20051955, The expression “go’ (Greek: poreuthentes) in MNielson's book is equal o the word
‘oo’ that was said unte Abraham (Kejadian 12:1) and the 12 {rwelve) disciples asfey were
seml for sospel. It slse holds: simolar sense to the sume word 0 the passage “po to the lost
sheep of bsmoel (Matthew [0:5-6) and 1o all nations. In Nielsen's pomt of view, all notions
includes the entire man on eanth. because through Abrmibum no nations were excluded rom the
blessing of God, thus preaching the pospel is not limited only for the Jews, The extent of
Jzsns” messages {Greek: panta to ethne) 15 equally broad as the extent of his power,

This umplies that the Sscred Mandale = ever so mmportant, oot only becoause ot 15 the
ultimate musswon of every church, bul also becawse i mewsns thol new churches would be
established when the followers obey the Sacred Mandate, The aflirmation of the message “1o
hring every nations as the disciple offesus™ was cnncally needed by churches at that fime.

Johmn Titaley wrote in his bool “Religiositas di Alinea Tigy {Plurlisme, nasonalisme din
Transformusi Apnmi-Agama)” that Chrostionity these dovs is one religion that inherits
exclusive religious attitode, I this attitude. keeps potng on, issues may arse, Exclusivily i
religions should ke addrossed if people want to live in peace alongside the other. For as long
as exclusivity exists, problems will tellow m people's life (2013:1-2). To Titaley, veligion 15 o
historical, social reality; atthough the vabues that support religious actions is believed o be
sourced from divine reality, iU s necessary o recogmize that oo man could absoluiely
understand the Divine One.

Churches these davs should develop i the awareness of the context and reality in
Indomwesia, of which Indonesia s o ploml country, Consequently, the tenm wsed here Is
‘reheosity ' instend of religion or divine. I represents religious awareness. which comprises
it cenly phvsical reality of human being , but also incledes human awareness thal the Tivine
One. This wwareness applics o ol religion followers, regandbess what religion they follow. At
this point of humane stae, people of diverse religion would meet each other equally, humbly
before Cod, From this pomt on, we expect to see the spack of hght that would illominste our
ways  (hroagh  positive changes o0 ehigious  relatiosship 0 Tedosesin,  ineluding
Chrastianiey (200 3:0-ii).

Such t ok views from Titeley have mspired most of his students to write sbout him in
the book “Myantri Bersgma Jobn Tialev: Menakar Teks, Menilai Sejarsh dan Membangun
Kemanusiann Bersama™. most part of which elaborates Titaley s thoughts about the existence
of religion amd s refatonship with others through exposition of religion tha is completely
different from the cumrent views believed by churches und priests in the plural country of
Indonesia.

Indieed, it is mevitable to sdmit that pluralism s oo global phenomenon {ploralism s o
reality, wet it is also a beliery Such phenomenon was onee “forceasted” by Wilfred Cantwell
Smith during the 196 era. Smith mentionad that people nowasdays starts to reach out, not only
they read abowl Hindu or Moslem, they also st together Tor o coffee with people of Hindu or
Moeslem religion; bve alongside them as ther netghbors; waork in the same workplace: play
together; and even possibly ollow teir Christian kids o mory their neighbors of Himdu o
Mueslem religiond Paul F.Knitter, H103:3102),

Daniel Muhamora, et all mentioned that pluralism s an sttitude of accepting, respecting
and viewing other religion B:quuli}' sood and affening the path of sabvation {2005:118-119).
Homld AL Netland wiole, Salvation, enlightenivent, liberation 18 sawl to be o cealdty 1o all
mavor religious and no single religion can be considered somehow normative or superior wall
others. All religions are their own way complex histoncally and coltorally conditioned huiman




respanscs to the divine reality (2001:158). Therefore it is very important 1o respect hetween
relizions so us b create peace on this earth,

Walter Wink in his writings on Monviolence “Teace s the Way" (trans] Nico A,
Likumahows, 0% 15, 452-454) claborates l.al violenee existed throughout history, even
Murtn Luther King, Jr. before murdered said “the chowe todoy 1500 longer between violence
and nomvielence. It s either nonviolence or nonexistence”. Books, magarzines. scientific
Jesurmads have weillen varmous stores on violence: ned, war, racism, nuclesr weapons amd even
violence im the name of religion, In this writing, violence is sakd 1o he exposed in idealogy
network, which weakens the nonviolénce ways (a5 mentioned before: Christian ideology,
ME Gamdhi in the same compilation of writings expressed sunilar voice that sugeests (hal
nonviclence ix the stromgest power hwman can ever use. in which truth 15 the only goal,
because God is the mruth himselrl,

2 Result and Discussion

I general, most chorches i Palangka Baya are under the Kalimomtan Evangehs (GRE),
the Targest and broades: denominstion in Central Kalimanitan, alongside other churches such
o5 Thee Assemblies of God Church The Tiberias Church. Todonesinn Bapaist Church, Toraje
Church, Adventist Church, Simalungun Protestant Chrstian Chorch, Indonesian Evangelical
Mission Church, Indonesion Christion Church, the Bethe! Indonesm Bock church wnd many
other ¢hurch dencminations, Out of these many chorches in Palangka Rava, we only ook
spimples Tioin several churches, the most of which e of e Evangelical Chuch of
Kalimantan (GKE) denomination the Bethel Indonesion Rock curch and Toraja church.

Chur mescurces did nol give the same respond 1o same sets of guestion. because we
understamd  that  they  represent  different backgroumwds  of  densminaiion, such  as
Lutheran/Calvin and charismatic, as well as differene edocational hackground, We arc fully
awarg that the answers W similar guestions may differ greatly, We helieve that this will not
create any problems because the outcome of this research 5 to seek to understund how the
Sacred Mandate 15 understood amd reloted with the pliral comtext of lndonesii,

We stancd with asking questions about the meaning of pluralism. Many of the respendents
amswered that pluralism s strongly reladed with diversiiy) the diversity inoreligion, ethaiciy,
race, oo some respondents also answered that pluralism means more than cne; the differences
among people in Indonesia should ot stop them from respecting and valuing others. Our
respondents deseribaed the divessity in Tndomosia & something positive, although many ane
wonder with the difficult situation Taely, where religion could casily tngeer conilicts,
cspecinlly im the world where informstion techrology is more. sdvanesd. Even throwgh social
medsa the hatred between religions seems real (from both scholar and ecclesiustical pastors ),

The mexi guesivon was reladed 1o the understanding in pastors/prresis of oiher religaen.
Simufarly, we received greatly varying onswers. Some answered that every religions has
coually gond intentions, while some other view diversity a5 g positive way o show the
decency of Christians. Other answers to this guestions includes the opinion from some pastors
that other religions are considered as our ¢lose ‘neighbours’ and therefore we huve o respect
and honour them, especially because religious diversity 5 something very cormumon in
Tnddomssia, Regardless of preferences, we have 1o leam o live alongside each other peacefully
and build o gond relationship with other follwers of different religions (from scholur pastors
and the pastor of GBI Rock),




The next questoion is about the necds o buikd relationships berwcen religions, amd most
respondents pnswer that mdeed il s pecessary, while others answered that every people
reserves the rghts o choose which religion woe follow, Ome of e respondents even mentioned
tht although he 15 pastor, his siblings are of different religion and therefore it s mpossible
not to respect and love each other. Human beings are social creatures whose nature 15 to relate
with others. =0 basically everyone should build positive relutionship with each other. (o pastor
from Toraga chiuch).

The next question was on efforts o method o boild refationships with cther religion, The
respondents answered that these are many ways o build postiive relabionships, Their answers
were summanzed s follows: to host joint religious activities, supponting religions harmonies
through activities on religious holiday such as Chrastmas, ldul Fitrd and Hindu events. Soane of
v respondents alse memtioned aboot working ogefher with other eligious Tollowers on
seneral activities like women's group, mother and kids program, dancing courses, etc. Other
respondents mentioned potong royong (working together) and payving social visis o other
religion, They also helped each other o support evenls like Pesparawi and MO, worked
together o clen up chiuredws o Chistiaon cemetery, On different religious holiday hike baik
Il Fitri. Christmas. Kahanngan (Hindu ) people visits cach other eagerly. They also support
each other when there i community member In condolences, regardless their religion. in
forms of tinancial. material and physical supports. Harmony makes life peaceful wnd ranguil
and enhaces spiriual sctvities, In is beautiful as there 35 e sense of envious or spiteful
toweards others, Harmony and peace are the goals of every religion which hrings happiness lo
its followers. such happiness that extends to fumilies. workspaces and spiritual environment.
Where we live in harmony and peace. God is present.

Furthermuoze, the pext question was on progruns from the church that includes community
i genseral, bnoaoway that other religions con feel the benefits of the charel program, One
intercsting answer came from the pastor of GBI Rock who said that their program is generally
dhesigned 1o include the commumity regardless their refigions background. One of the activities
in therr progrom 15 establishing comumunity markel and distibution of basic grocenes for
posrer-ofl Gumilies of any religion, From several chorehes, they admited (bt there is no
specific program of such. but they occasionally hold cimitar program on special day. For
example. on Puncastla day, the mujority of churches in Palongka Baya come out o help
cleaning mosques under the coordinabion of the Army . There was also agenda to visit Orphan
Howse during Ramadhan, distribution of basic groceries and dinoer with the corphans. A the
Fasrer celehration, GPTR members came our o visit Crpian House helongs to other religion.
The other respondent answered that they lso came to support when there was fire disaster by
distributing food. basic necessines, clothing and schocl statonenes, and grving money.

The next question was fcused on mgquines aboul the understonding of the Sacred Mandate
in Manthew 28: 1920, The pastor of GBI Bock answered that the Sacred Mandate refors o the
wnrcmjcsus fiy bring every nation become His disciple. Others answered that it medns we
Ruve to spread the pood news of Jesus Christ, not inoa forceful way, but by showing kindness
wwards other religion. This way, we really show what the Sucred Mandate 15 all sbour, Other
respiandents alscesapd that the Sscred Maoslate is all abour the word of salvation which was
spread oot after the resurrection Jesos, when the eleven apostles went o Gaalile, the hidl that
Tesus showed them before. The Sacred Mandaste is o important, not only becise it is the
ultimate mission of every church. but alse because new churches may be established through
people who obey i, One of e scholor pastors renunded that as we explore (he passige. we
have o look closely ar the confexr at the time the ook Matthew verse 28 was wrinen, during
which preaching was indeed necessary as it was the begmning of Christianity,




These answers from different pastors an their understanding of the Sacred Mandate is very
interesting as they all have sumular rng to the notion that the word of God shoiild be spread out
widely s evervone know about Jesus, All te answers were different from the answer froam
the scholar pasfor becanse they view ithe mandate is 10 be reflected through practical life
actzoms o order o bring people o believe m Jesus.

Un the question about ways o preach the mandate, some respondents admitted that so far
they oonly presch in church amd through biblicel exposition (the postor of GerejaToraja).
Anather pastor also mentioned that in additien to preaching and cx position, showing examples
from the newly-converied Chnstians can also be powerful way. The respondents from
Lutheran church confirmed that these new Christians mostly converted becanse they marricd
e Chrstian family a5 opposed o mepent by sospel. Some admitied thot they became
Christians because they followed their home=stay Temily Palangka Raya, althoogh many also
said that they became Christian ot of their own free will, From the pastors of GHI, they
believe that preaching the word of God should be a lifestyle. This means that wherever they go
they would alwwvs speak about Christ to everyone whenever avalable while teaching about
ather things of their expertse, The imain point of his view is that they would Tike o exjpiess
their grafmgde for the love of God has heen graced upon them, belicving that Christ will
complate them in their work for God,

The last gquestion was aboul ways o avodd conflicts when preaching. At this point. the
yuestion was asked very carcfully, A few of the pastors elaborated theroughly on their opinion
thet preaching the word of God by churches or Christisns is eonforming what is mandaded in
the hible. There are so many pastors talk passionately about preaching, vet when it is related to
guestions about plursiism in [ndonesis thay seems o be somewhit lost i answers. because
they view the program and kindoess o supporl other rebigioms 15 a5 nothing fo do with
prezching the gospel,

Some respondents answered that it is not necessary to do the sctof preaching in Indonesin,
because we dont wanl to recruit them as Christians, we want them o be the follower of Jesus
Christ. Simubarly, some otier respondents sad that Jesus Chrast should be our wav of life. The
selwolar paestors mentioned that i os pol aecessry 0 do presching in Tndonesia, becise
diversity is g gaft friom Giesd, and therefore Jet Ged worke on how' every follower of religion
prictice therr own religion. Kindoess, respect and thoughtfulness towards others, as well as
apting for justice and fruth are already part of pﬂch:qg gospel. Differently, the pastor of
pereja Torapn =ad that being o Christian we should be wise as serpents and harmiess as-doves,
which means that it is nol neeessary o carry ot any radical acts in spreading the wond of God
to other raligion. Christions shoukl be able to show justice and truth universully in order 1o
hring people to know and helieve in God,

Although the answers varted from one respondent to the other, when asked obout the
meaning of preaching, every one of them similay refer the hiwman valees that aim for peace
in Incdonesii,

3 Conclusion

Frismn the resulis of this research, it can be concluded that, Girst; presching gospel (the
saered] mandatey as writen in Matthew 28 18-20 generally takes place in church in form of the
exposition of gospel. in teaching the new Chnstians, and in spreading it to everyone. Second:
the efforls taken by pastoss i preaching the gospel as wrilten o Manbew 28:18-20 are




generally in form of social activities, sech as community markets, distribution of basic
grocenes lor poorer-olf people, cleaming rehigious house, visting orphan house o bresk-
fastng together during Ramadban. and diswibotion of basic necessities, chihing., stitioneries
and momey,

This proves that preaching 15 oo longer viewed as radical movement, but more the act of
Towve towards fellow human beings.
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